
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 

Gospel Reading 
John 10:11-18 

Jesus says that he is the good shepherd who knows his sheep. 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

The fourth Sunday of Easter is also called Good Shepherd Sunday. In each of the three lectionary 

cycles, our Gospel is taken from the 10th chapter of the Gospel of John. In Cycle B, we hear the 

middle verses of this chapter. Unless we consider this chapter in the greater context of John’s 

Gospel, we will miss the radical nature of the statement Jesus makes when he declares himself to 

be the Good Shepherd. 

This chapter of John’s Gospel follows Jesus’ healing of the man born blind and the rejection of 

this miracle by the Jewish leaders who question Jesus’ authority to heal. Jesus responds to this 

challenge by calling himself the Good Shepherd. He is criticizing the leadership of the Pharisees 

and the other Jewish leaders. The Pharisees and other Jewish leaders are so angry that they 

attempt to stone and arrest Jesus (see John 10:31,39). This controversy with the religious leaders 

continues until Jesus’ death. 

In the portion of the chapter that we hear proclaimed today, Jesus describes his relationship with 

his followers as similar to the relationship between a good shepherd and his sheep. As a good 

shepherd will risk and lay down his life in order to protect his sheep, Jesus willingly sacrifices 

himself for the sake of his sheep. Jesus contrasts the actions of the good shepherd with the 

actions of the hired shepherd who abandons the sheep in the face of danger. In the verses 

following Jesus' teaching, we learn that the Pharisees and the other religious leaders understand 

that Jesus is referring to them when he describes the hired shepherds. 

The concern of a good shepherd for his sheep is part of the shepherd’s job. Jesus says, however, 

that the actions of the good shepherd are based upon the relationship that develops between the 

shepherd and the sheep. This is at the heart of the difference between the good shepherd and the 

hired shepherd. The good shepherd knows the sheep and therefore acts out of love. For the Good 

Shepherd, this is never simply part of a job; this love-in-action is integral to his identity. 

As with so much of John’s Gospel, one hears in this passage John’s particular focus on 

Christology. As the sheep are known by the Good Shepherd, the Father knows Jesus and Jesus 

knows the Father. There is an essential unity between the Father and the Son. The freedom with 

which Jesus acts when he lays down his life is rooted in the unity that he shares with his Father. 

In this context, Jesus also refers to others with whom he shares a relationship. By this reference, 

John probably understands the eventual inclusion of the Gentiles in the Christian community. 

Our modern ears hear this as a reference to Christian unity. The work of ecumenism is to restore 

unity among all Christians so that we form one flock under one shepherd, as God desires. 

 

A reading from the Gospel of John 10:11-18) 



(Sign of the cross on forehead, lips and heart) 

 

Jesus said, 

“My sheep listen to my voice.  I know my sheep and they follow me.  My sheep 

will live forever because I have given them eternal life.  No one can take them out 

of my hand for the Father who is greater than anyone, gave them to me.  And the 

Father and I are one.” 

The Gospel of the Lord:  Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ (all)   

 

Refection Questions: 

1)  Does anyone own a cat or dog (Raise your hands)? 

2) What happens if you call their name?  Hopefully they come to you when you 

call them. 

3) What happens when your mom calls out your name?  Do you answer? 

4)  Who is the Good Shepherd?  

5) What does a shepherd do?  How does a shepherd protect his sheep? 

 

Activity:   

1)  Split into two groups:  one group is shepherds and the other sheep. 

2) Have each of the shepherds say aloud:  My sheep hear my voice and follow 

me.  Say it again.  

3) The sheep turn their backs on the shepherds and begin to move away. 

4) Each of shepherd will take turns saying:  My sheep hear my voice and 

follow me.  The goal is for the sheep to recognize their shepherd and to turn 

around and follow him/her. 

 

 

Learn the verse: 

 

My sheep listen to my voice (Hold hand to ears as if listening) 

I know them.  (Point to head) 

And they follow me.  (March in place)  

 



HIDE AND SHEEP: The children will all find a good hiding place and one child will be 

the "Shepherd" and will try to find the sheep. When a sheep is found, that sheep will 

join with the "Shepherd" in finding more sheep. 

 

Prayers of the Faithful 

We pray for peace and love all over the world.   We pray to the Lord 

Lord hear our prayer.   

We pray for good listening ears so we can follow God’s directions for us.  

We pray to the Lord 

Lord hear our prayer. 

We pray for God’s guidance to care for Mother Earth as we are about to 

celebrate Earth Day.  We pray to the Lord 

Lord hear our prayer. 

And for what else shall we pray?? 

 

 

Closing Prayer:   

The Good Shepherd takes care of all my needs,  

He leads me to green meadows and crystal clear pools. 

He guides and protects me and I grow strong in his care. 

When night falls, I am not afraid for he is always by my side to protect me 

from harm.  When he calls, I will follow, knowing that this love for me will 

last forever.  (Psalm 23) 

 

 
 


